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Abstract:  
This paper examines the role of stamps in Scandinavia and how they have been used to represent 
scientific ideas and scientist in the 20th century. This study is drawing upon the general research 
regarding the role of stamps in national history and in science(see for instance (Yardley, 2005), 
whilst supplying a foucauldian perspective (Foucault, 1970)(Dreyfus & Rabinow, 1983) . The article 
draws upon a selection of different stamps from different historical periods in the 20th century and 
how Scandinavian countries differed in their representation of these. This inquiry situates the 
representation of stamps in a line of thinking that highlights how their representation shapes a 
certain image of science and omit others (for my previous related work on the history of science 
see (Bang & Valero, 2014) and (Bang, 2017). This line of inquiry thus potentially supplies the 
history of science with a new way to understand the interplay between state, representation 
(stamps) and the formation of the scientific citizen.  
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