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Abstract (250 words) 

In Norwegian hospitals and healthcare institutions, all over the country, people 

have, in varying degree, collected items from daily work; out of interest or 

when the items went out of use. These objects are partly on display, but only 

partly registered. They all have their history, partly exemplifying previous 

medical theories and how medical- and health-challenges were tackled.  

At Ullevål Museum we have a large permanent exhibition, mostly related 

to medical history following the establishing of Ullevål Hospital as an epidemic 

lazarette in Oslo in 1887. At Ullevål Museum, we in addition create special 

exhibitions with varying focus, partly as a way of systemizing the items on 

display and putting them into a more understandable context. Examples of such 

exhibitions are: “The history of infectious diseases”, “Kidney failure and 

evolution of dialysis treatment”, “Patient modeling and spare-part persons“ and 

“The history and evolution of endoscopy”. We have recently started preparing 

an exhibition on the development of imaging techniques, to be opened in 2025. 

This will be 130 years after the discovery of “X-Strahlen” by the German 

physicist Wilhelm Conrad Röntgen. The development of imaging techniques is 

a fantastic history of what can evolve through combining medical and 

technological knowledge, starting with X-rays, further developing through 

computer tomography (CT), ultrasound (US), magnetic resonance (MR) and 

positron emission tomography (PET). 

There is an urgent need for research related to the Norwegian medical and 

healthcare history. We hope for more collaboration between the medical- and 

healthcare museums, historians and universities in the future.    
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